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Meet Gina Shannon, the 2016 ASPE Emerging Leader Award Recipient! 

 By Kris Slawinski, Pritzer School of Medicine, University of Chicago 

This year's recipient of ASPE’s Emerging Leader Award in the field 
of SP Educational Methodology is Gina Shannon. Gina is the 
Assistant Director of the ExCEL Clinical Skills Center at Emory 
University in Atlanta, Georgia. With a graduate degree in Theater 
Education, Gina has taught everything from Shakespeare to 
trapeze. She began at Washington University in St. Louis as an 
SP, in the process gaining valuable experience while absorbing all 
she could about SP methodology and providing assistance in 
communication review sessions. She landed her current position at 
Emory in 2010. Within the ExCEL CSC, she manages various events, conducts 
feedback training, leads auditions, and oversees the Clinical Skills’ Standardized Patient 
community. 
 
Gina’s presentation debut at her first ASPE conference was so successful that she has 
been an invited speaker every year since, focusing primarily on deconstructing training 
techniques. She has served on ASPE’s Conference Committee since 2013, co-chairing 
the subcommittee that reviews, selects, formats and organizes all conference content. 
She is lauded as possessing a strong work ethic and sense of service, volunteering 
regularly for the American Cancer Society and Habitat for Humanity.  
 
Gina holds a BA in Theatre with an emphasis on acting, directing, and technical theater, 
along with a MAT in Theatre education from Lindenwood University in St. Charles, 
Missouri. In her spare time, she explores the great food of Atlanta and recreating those 
delicious meals using local ingredients with her partner. They also enjoy hiking with their 
curious dog, Dessie. 
 
When asked what else ASPE members should know about her, Gina readily responded, 
“I work hard and I play hard!” 
 
Congratulations to Gina for this well-deserved recognition! 
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